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From Saturday, February 1st, 2003 NBC NEWS breaking news coverage of the Columbia Space Shuttle 
breakup killing the crew of 7. STS-107 was wrapping up a 16 day mission in space, communication was lost 
at 9:00 A.M E.T, just 16 minutes before landing and breaking up over Texas. 


e Coverage runs from 12:39 P.M E.T - 2:08 P.M E.T 


THE STS-107 Crew: 

Commander: Rick D. Husband 

Pilot: William C. McCool 

Mission Specialist 1: David M. Brown 
Mission Specialist 2: Kalpana Chawla 
Mission Specialist 3: Michael P. Anderson 
Mission Specialist 4:Laurel B. Clark 
Payload Specialist 1: Ilan Ramon 
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biographical data as released here through nasa and absolutely as you mentioned extraordinary resume 3 
000 flight hours on the a4 he flew the vietnam era fighter the f4 he flew the f-16 he was he had was 
decorated from the yom kippur war and his background his family background further is part of kind of the 
dna of israel his mother and grandmother were in the holocaust absolutely brian this is a hero uh bread in the 
making as it were in israel you know it's not often that the israelis identify their military heroes uh sometimes 
after an action if the high-ranking officer is killed there's a a a eulogy forum in the press here but as i say for 
the last two weeks this man's name has been on everybody's lips in the country he was the hero not just for 
the israeli military where pilots uh fighter pilots like colonel ramon flying the f-16 are very very highly 
regarded indeed and very competitive to get into that uh those squadrons of the f-16s and f-15s in the israeli 
air force and he was reckoned to be among the best of the best in fact uh his most famous flight during the 
destruction of that iraqi nuclear reactor in osaka in 1981 he flew as part of an eight-man uh team going in 
there eight aircraft were involved in it and he was a probably the eighth pilot to try and hit the target there but 
the thing wasn't in those days in 1981 it was such a daring mission and uh israelis were told that our pilots 
did it but none of them were ever named it filtered out over the years but as you say they are regarded as the 
the top of the top in the israeli military in fact there's a saying among young cadets that uh israeli pilots of f- 
16s and f-15s have diamonds in their eyes that sort of they're the most uh uh compelling people in the israeli 
military and i think israel is going to take his loss very very hard and deep right tom aspel from our tel aviv 
bureau thank you for that tom i just also realized it is the sabbath there and uh dinnertime nighttime falls over 
israel on what will be a very very sad 
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be a very very sad evening we we have a piece of videotape as our live coverage of this very sad event 
continues this is a home video we're told this was shot in arlington texas uh that came in to us uh over the 
course of the last few hours this is how it looked from the ground again people have described one central 
piece of wreckage and it takes on a surreal quality this videotape almost like a a full daytime shooting star 
but it was broad daylight perfectly clear weather a crisp texas morning and there toward the end of the vapor 
trail there at the end of this picture when we run out of room at the edge of the horizon it starts to break up 
into more than one piece and as we now know as we see there the local reporter at our station there in texas 
uh as we now know it landed in uh many many pieces over a wide area and those just joining us uh it's being 
pointed out to us to pass along to you if you live in that part of the country don't go near any of these pieces 
of record record should you come upon them they will obviously be part of an investigation and they are 
hazardous to be around and hazardous to the touch the president of the united states on the move today 
starting his morning at camp david where he received the news let's go to david gregory at the white house 
for an update on his status david brian the president has returned to the white house the marine is posted 
outside of the west wing indicating the president is indeed in the west wing inside the oval office his senior 
team has been assembled here now for hours the president a couple of hours ago speaking to the head man 
at nasa as he his chief of staff his secretary of homeland security tom ridge monitor all of the information that 
comes not only from the ground from the debris field in texas and surrounding areas but 
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field in texas and surrounding areas but also from nasa directly the flag here to give you a sense of the the 
somber atmospherics at the people's house at the white house the flag here above the white house lowered 
to half staff it happened about 45 minutes ago a somber reminder while there are not all the facts known 
here this is indeed a very very dark day for the country and of course for many parts of the world as you were 
just talking to tom aspel in israel as well the president we are told does intend to speak to the nation at some 
point today we don't know when that's because the white house has not made that determination first they 
want more information to come to the public from nasa some conclusions drawn about what has happened 
here as this disaster unfolds but the president mrs bush returning from camp david where they were 
spending the weekend i'm told brian from people in that motorcade in that what they call the travel pool uh 
that it was indeed a very high-speed drive from the maryland mountains back here to the white house uh 
david i'm sorry uh we were having some communications here uh can you speak for a moment if you could 
about this president who you cover for a living and see every day it falls to him now once again to be ina 
position to come and comfort the united states again thank goodness we are not talking about a national 
emergency but we are indeed talking about an apparent national tragedy today certainly that and the 
president will want to reflect the grief that the country uh is just now beginning to feel as we wait for more 
information but you spoke about this a while ago brian and that is that first on people's minds was the 
question about whether this might have any relationship to terrorism could there be foul play involved 
administration officials are saying within the past couple of hours yes they're investigating that fully the 
national security team here in place at the white house investigating that but thus far they have no 
information to conclude that this is 
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conclude that this is anything other than an accident and it's important to point that out as a search for clues 
and information continues here but the president and the federal government has an intensely important role 
to play here to communicate what is a huge disaster in the making impacting a huge government program an 
expensive program a high profile program and has been for many years in this country the president will 
want to address that there's a there's a very large public safety concern you've been talking about it 
throughout the morning a debris field that extends beyond the portion of texas that we've been alluding to but 
may go into oklahoma they've talked the homeland security department has to officials in new mexico and 
arizona and to louisiana as well people need to stay away from that debris field officials have said so there is 
a very large job to be done on the ground while at another level the president continues to get information he 
and his staff talking to officials in nasa preparing to brief the country as the president prepares to reflect the 


grief that is just starting to build in the country and and david again back in 86 when this was the challenger 
we were talking about national security was hardly the first thought on a lot of minds we uh weren't thinking 
pentagon white house there wasn't a homeland of homeland security department of course but the tenor and 
backdrop of the nation has changed all of that it has it's changed completely and that's why one of the first 
questions that they addressed was whether this could be a terrorist attack and again they say there's no 
information to lead them to believe that this is anything other than an accident they wanted to put that to rest 
quickly they also point out that an investigation of that potential leak continues and is just beginning now this 
is also the first time since the homeland security department has just been created by the federal 
government that you have an apparatus an apparatus in place to coordinate information very very quickly 
when something like this happened that 





when something like this happened that involves not only a federal response but a local and a state 
response and we're seeing that come into play now the homeland security secretary tom ridge got one of the 
first phone calls we're told from administration sources from nasa once colombia had fallen off their 
communication grid they could no longer speak to colombia they immediately called homeland security calls 
went out then to the states that might be affected with a debris field calls went on to the senior staff and to 
the president himself so uh there is a a function within the federal government to coordinate agencies 
response like the coast guard for any search and discovery any military assets that would be brought to bear 
fema responsible for emergency management in this particular case to coordinate uh response on the 
ground in case there are any injuries or destruction there and uh any intelligence information uh that may be 
uh may come into play as well so we're seeing for the first time the the speed of that response uh is captured 
and coordinated by this new homeland security department david gregory on the north lawn of the white 
house again the president has returned by suv motorcade instead of helicopter today because the weather 
here on the east coast started closing in on the washington area yesterday a mixture of rain and snow and 
up in maryland's catoctin mountains where camp david is located it is usually snow if given the choice 
especially with the severity of this winter so the president had to meet with tony blair yesterday in the white 
house traveled to camp david anyway but no helicopters for the president today coming back by motorcade 
on surface streets we should review what brings us here at 12 49 eastern time here on a saturday afternoon 
we are awaiting a nasa news conference by sean o'keefe the administrator of nasa as you look at a live 
picture 





of nasa as you look at a live picture from mission control a very sad uh somber and nervous place today they 
have lost a spacecraft for the first time since 1986 a business which by the way has odds of safe operation 
as you heard our own j barbary say a chance of about one in every 75 flights going down it is make no 
mistake a dangerous business however blase we may get about covering it about staying up on who is in 
space for how long and when the next flight is as we speak here today there is of course a manned orbiting 
international space station above the planet earth unthinkable just about two decades ago but this is what we 
are gathered to talk about today home video of what so many people across a huge part of the state of texas 
saw earlier this morning they heard a boom many of them rushed out of their homes one man we spoke to 
thought it was an accident and a nearby rail yard many people have said they thought it was a sonic boom of 
some sort people looked up not quite knowing what this was at first it resembled a vapor trail from a 
commercial airliner it looked like a meteor in the bright clear daylight of central texas and then when word 
started to spread that the shuttle columbia had been on its way back to earth we realized the truth it stayed 
together intact as a solid but flaming piece of wreckage as you see only breaking up into multiple pieces as it 
neared the end of its trajectory we have reason to believe that human body parts have been found we have 
reason to believe the debris field here is vast and extensive going on perhaps over several hundred miles we 
have been warned all throughout this 
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we have been warned all throughout this day by officials in a position to know that people should not go 
anywhere near these pieces of debris and some of the larger pieces are being photographed these pieces 
these pictures have been uh fed back to us um by our nbc station in the dallas area uh this was uh found as 
you see in a highway median strip one of we've been led to believe the larger pieces to have survived the 
flaming uh re-entry uh nbc news chief science correspondent robert bazelle joins me as he has all morning 
here in our new york studios uh bob uh what can you add to the coverage so far of this well brian we're 
waiting of course for the nasa news conference which might give us our first hints of what went wrong and i 
think in as we prepare for that it's not a bad idea to think about what happens when the space shuttle 
routinely comes back to earth from orbit it's orbiting uh high in space they fire some rockets it's called a burn 
uh that slow it down enough so that it starts to fall into the atmosphere when it hits the atmosphere like all 
space vehicles do enormous amounts of heat built up on the shield now this space shuttle has a series of 
tiles on it to protect against that heat in the past there's been trouble with those tiles falling off and there's 
always been the fear that if tiles did fall off the sufficient tiles fall off it could lead to a catastrophic accident 
because the heat could burn through the uh burn through into the space cap so again we don't know that 
that's what happened today that's one of the things that's been talked about though is a potential problem on 
reentry in the past uh as the shuttle heads for the landing strip it's we talk about it as an airplane but it's not 
an airplane in the sense that it has engines the engines uh that lifted into space stop firing all together and 
the space shuttle becomes a glider even though it's traveling at 12 000 miles an hour and slowing down very 
quickly as it heads for the kennedy space center landing strip uh 





kennedy space center landing strip uh it's being uh it's it has no power to make it go any place it just goes 
slower and slower it does however have auxiliary power units on board which are engines that raise the 
elevons move the rudder uh so that it can be steered so that it can head for the airstrip that it's uh where it's 
intended to go there are emergency plans on landing but the emergency plans all have to do with something 
happening to make the space shuttle not head for the right runway because it's a glider it's got to come down 
it can't go back up again so there are several other emergency sites airports in the area are always alerted 
that the shuttle might have to land there if something goes wrong nothing like this of course is anticipated 
because this was a catastrophic failure it looks like and we're all speculating it looks like some kind of 
explosion it could have been an explosion of rocket fuel on board it could have been a structural failure it's 
always the sort of things that we consider when we see a terrible air crash there's always this long list of 
things structural failure mechanical failure that causes the fuel to explode all those things are possibilities the 
people at mission control within seconds of realizing that they had lost the data from the space shuttle 
columbia as was coming in were told to preserve the data to make sure that nothing got lost that was the first 
steps that they took so that it all can be reanalyzed very quickly now it could be as we've pointed out this 
morning and as jay barbary has been pointing out from cape canaveral that it could be that somebody 
looking at a piece of data saw right away that something went wrong immediately and has a clue it could be 
that everything was destroyed very quickly so we won't know how long the investigation will unfold but 
there's an enormous amount of information that's already on the ground at mission control in houston uh 
that's called uh telemetry enormous amounts of information that flows down from the space shuttle columbia 
as it heads toward the earth so uh we could get a clue very soon today as to what went wrong it could take a 
while it will certainly take a thorough investigation 
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take a thorough investigation the investigation uh in this matter will not will be extraordinarily detailed of 
course because this is the kind of a catastrophic failure that that will bring the space shuttle program to a halt 
until it's completely understood and the there will be many potential uh sets of clues brian uh bob we're uh 
again for viewers just joining us we're inside five minutes now until what we are told will be a press statement 
and not a news conference uh and understandably so because of what bob bazelle just mentioned this will 
be a a meticulous uh process a detailed painstaking process of figuring out what has gone wrong here today 
even though as we have discussed with j barbary and others the possibility exists that while we are having 


this conversation there is someone person or persons at mission control who uh have a pretty good idea 
what went wrong here because the shuttle is sending back real-time telemetry uh real-time black box 
information uh live two screens at every stage of flight even those who saw the hollywood depiction of apollo 
13 know that they had a pretty good idea on the ground at least what area in the spacecraft had suffered a 
terrible failure it was not until they actually were able to eyeball the tanks in question that they knew what had 
gone wrong this is something different the amount of science on board the space shuttle columbia even 
though the oldest in the fleet it had been steadily retrofitted as part of a nasa program to keep modernizing 
the spacecraft the amount of science on board this spacecraft is absolutely staggering and as our own j 
barbary put it it may be one of man's most spectacular achievements it may be the most impressive thing uh 
ever put together by human hands it has 





ever put together by human hands it has a spectacular history of 113 flights uh just this one spacecraft alone 
was on its 28th mission in 22 years and i'm just being told i can bring j barbary uh our veteran correspondent 
into this conversation jay uh you go back to the the mercury uh days when to to look at what we used then 
and the propulsion we used to get that tiny capsule off the ground after the astronauts won the debate after 
all to put a window and a hatch in it it is hard to believe that we're talking about this much thrust and this 
largest spacecraft however now outdated this may seem by today's standards yes it is it is getting outdated 
brian and as you say we go back i started with nbc in july 1958 that'll be 45 years this july and started 
covering here uh in the early missile launches and into when nasa was formed in august of 1958 and into the 
mercury program and the seven original astronauts and astronaut alan shepard was the first to go up on may 
5th 1961 for 115 miles in space and he was only up there 16 minutes but in it was a sub-orbital flight it was 
only uh 4 000 miles per hour but it was a real gutsy thing for him to do and everybody around here hit their 
knees and the churches and everywhere else when he flew and the traffic stopped on the roadways and all 
the place was just frozen in time when that little mercury capsule went up there and now here we're flying 
this enormous shuttles out of here rather routinely as you said this was the flight number 113 off shuttles 
we've had 144 manned flights we had 31 before the first shuttle flew on april the 12th 1981 which was 
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on april the 12th 1981 which was columbia and as you also reported this was the 28th flight of colombia so 
it's a huge difference over uh well let's see the first flight was 60 this is 2003 so come this may it'll be 43 
years jay it is hard to believe uh that we have been at this uh for this long uh of course the technology as you 
pointed out earlier the uh constant retrofitting and updating uh continues and i i think it's safe to say that uh 
colombia had the uh you know the best minds putting the best science uh inside that fuselage certainly 
inside the cockpit for these astronauts to use while we talk here i should say let's show what's going on i 
think nasa television has a slide on the screen that will come down when they are ready to read their press 
statement through administrator sean o'keefe i'm wondering what picture they are giving us i just want to 
make sure we get it from the very very top the minute the minute they are ready to read the statement uh 
nasa has its own uh called nasa select its own uh television network in effect it's more of a feed service given 
to us in the news media it has gotten uh dramatically more sophisticated since the days of those first flights it 
now offers spectacular camera angles tiny cameras mounted on the launch hardware aircraft to aircraft 
cameras unbelievable angles of the space flight that were unimaginable just a few years ago just to advance 
what we're going to hear sean o'keefe is the administrator of the national aeronautics and space 
administration the agency which has today apparently with the rest of us suffered a a huge loss seven shuttle 
astronauts on board including the first ever israeli uh flying today when this happened over central texas a 
catastrophe in the sky a lot of 





a catastrophe in the sky a lot of people were forced outdoors by the sound they watched this site play out at 
first one sizable chunk of wreckage and then it fell apart into what we now know are some very very tiny 
pieces strewn across a huge part of the texas landscape people being warned to stay away if and when they 
see it people being warned that it not only is evidence but may be very very hazardous to their health 
because of chemicals that adhere to it it may emit a component of the fuel used on board the challenger 
which can be harmful just on initial contact we should show you what nasa is showing us sts-107 was the 
name of this mission and there you have it that's what we're getting from them this graphic will come down 
and be replaced by a live uh image of what we presume to be a podium uh administrator o'keefe will come 
out and read a statement we have yet to have a declaration of death of course uh by nasa for these uh 
seven souls on board the spacecraft today uh it's a distinction that'll certainly be important to the families but 
all of our experts uh j barbary among them uh several uh veteran astronauts are uh confirming that uh it is uh 
uh just beyond mathematically impossible for anyone to survive uh such a catastrophic breakup at such a 
speed we're talking about something that happened 39 miles above the earth space begins at roughly 60 
miles so basically double that this spacecraft was going 12 000 miles an hour as you look at the members of 
this crew all of them astounding resumes biographical information so many 
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resumes biographical information so many of them veterans of more than one shuttle flight and the point we 
made earlier in our coverage edie is just part of the makeup the dna of astronauts those who push the edge 
of the envelope the phrase made popular by author tom wolf that there will be another crew in line for the 
next mission who won't uh think twice about the safety of going up it is what they do it's what they do fora 
living they are a brave patriotic and almost universally very smart bunch j barbary we were making the point 
earlier on that they are when you walk into a room they are identifiable you can pick out the astronaut there 
is there is something about them and they are constant dinner speakers and event speakers around this 
country for good reason they have astounding stories to tell and they're almost intoxicating to be around that 
is true brian they are a cut above most people as you said and they really stand out it's hard not to notice an 
astronaut when they walk in the room you don't have to be told as you said that they are an astronaut you 
know when those people walk in the room there is something outstanding about this this person there's 
something extraordinary about this person and that goes for every one of them that goes up there and you 
know the commander now on the next mission is to be eileen collins she was the first woman to command 
the mission and she is to command the mission to the international space station it was scheduled to take off 
on march the 1st to head to the space station but i think that we can uh we can say that that won't take place 
at this time how long it'll be we don't know how long the shuttles will be grounded we don't know until they 
get a firm handle on what happened today and they have fixed it and they feel that the shuttle is precisely 
safe to fly again that's when they will fly them how long 
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them how long they will leave the three people on board the international space station is another 
outstanding question will they stay up there a full year year and a half they could do it with the supplies 
they've done it we've had people stay over a year on the mirror space station so they could stay up there and 
they have their escape vehicle up there the soyuz so that they can leave in case of an emergency any time 
but all of these questions have to be answered depending on what happened that caused this catastrophe 
this morning uh jay uh when we talk about the data coming in uh real-time data streaming in from this 
spacecraft is it more than they were able to know during challenger are there more screens that are up and 
running uh are there more sensors telling them the shape of more telemetry in general yeah possibly some 
more but i'm not aware of anymore because it's uh the space that sts-107 stands for space transportation 
system and as far as i know it's the same systems they have updated systems in fact columbia has been 
updated and overhauled in the last couple of years it has what they call the glass cockpit that's where they 
read the pilots read the stuff actually on the windshield in front of them so it's got the latest navigation 
equipment on board it's not the same navigation equipment that was there for example 22 years ago when 
john young and robert crippen took off on april the 12th 1981 so anyway it's essentially the same though as it 


was challenger it's not that much different any people who've been allowed to peek inside the cockpit 
perhaps while boarding a commercial jet know what jay's talking about when he mentions a glass cockpit uh 
it has replaced in uh so many uh of the more modern commercial aircraft the old uh dials uh that were on 
aircraft cockpits in many cases they are duplicated with 
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in many cases they are duplicated with graphics on a data screen because pilots are so often taught to think 
in an analog fashion they can only look down and glance and a needle should be where it should be so just 
as uh digital speedometers didn't live a very long and prosperous life on cars because people wanted to see 
relationships many of the dials and and gauges are duplicated but it is done so as part of a streamlining of 
the cockpit the this modern cockpit of this space shuttle looks nothing like it did when it first went up it was uh 
much more of a maze of uh smaller controls than it is now we're looking now at some video taken in zero-g 
conditions uh on board the spacecraft the challenger uh columbia all of them discovery all of them in the 
flight are not only modes of transportation uh they really are home for the days where uh the astronauts uh 
spend uh on route two it's been uh the space station has been their destination more often than not lately on 
route two the space station and home again uh sad to see uh some of that video knowing what we know 
knowing what we suspect today and that is the loss of the seven uh nasa astronauts if you're just joining us 
we're awaiting a press statement from the nasa administrator uh sean o'keefe jay uh tell us about uh sean 
o'keefe a lot of americans were familiar with dan golden because of his long time tenure of nasa well sean 
o'keefe is what they call uh in today's conversation a bean counter uh he came from the uh side of 
washington dc uh where they keep track of every dollar and they thought that by bringing sean o'keefe in that 
he would get nasa's uh uh dollar house in order they had been spending too much money 
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spending too much money more money than they had programmed and they were like uh had a four billion 
dollar deficit and sean o'keefe came in to do that so far i would grade uh sean as a watcher on the outside as 
a journalist i would i would grade him with at least a b plus he's been doing a very good job in putting nasa's 
house in order and this is i know is something that it's going to be terrible for him to have to deal with 
because he's only been on board i'm just doing this from memory now about a year and so it's it's going to be 
a little difficult because dan golden had been around for many years as you said and now this is uh this is uh 
sean o'keefe uh yolk if you will to bear and he'll he'll be dealing with it jay the journalist william burroughs who 
was with us earlier said that members of congress really do bear a responsibility here that the space 
program isn't further along than it is now who are the champions of space exploration in washington and 
what would it take for americans to express a desire that yes we would like this to go back to being a national 
priority as it was when john kennedy vowed to make it to the moon by the end of the decade well in my 
humble opinion the champions of the space program have always been the visionaries the problem that we 
the space program has always had with congress is because congress will penny pitch and in the loss of the 
challenger it proved that had they given nasa the solid rocket one stage solid rocket boosters that they 
wanted from the beginning that they would have saved a lot more money because they had to replace 
challenger not only did they lose seven lives they had to spend two and a half billion dollars to replace 
challenger the engineers wanted from the get-go 
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wanted from the get-go a solid one single solid rocket uh a motor which was much more safe than the three 
stages and that's why they had to go through with the jace to joint and the bill what they did so they wound 
up spending a lot more money than they would have spent if they had done it right in the first place and 
again we might see that in this accident we don't know yet what caused this but in every case when you're 
dealing with electronics and you're dealing with science on the cutting edge if you try to penny pinch you will 
find that you are going to wind up costing a lot more than if you had spent the money you should have spent 
uh to begin with so i go back to answer your question about the people who are the heroes are the 


visionaries and you mentioned john f kennedy and i will never forget when the man said he first of all he 
brought the experts into his office and he asked them what can we do before the russians can do it do can 
they get to the moon before us and they said yes they can get to the moon before us he says how about 
mars can we get the bars before them yes we can get the mars before them so his decision was should i 
commit spacecraft to mars that our goal is going to be to get to mars and he was thinking about trying to do 
that in 20 years instead of 10 years but he went back to the apollo program back to the moon and 400 000 
people were put to the task of apollo and it cost 24 billion and something dollars that included um the 
mercury the germany program and apollo and we got there and we got there before the decade was out and 
the only time that we got in trouble brian was when uh lyndon johnson decided for his re-election in 1968 to 
push for us to get a man on the moon 





to push for us to get a man on the moon before the election so that that would offset the problems that he 
was having with the vietnam war when he started pushing to do that then they started cutting corners and we 
had the apollo 1 fire so then that cost us a year to get over that and get back and we still made it but they 
had to bring people back in here that had the experience rather than giving the contract to inexperienced 
people which they did and they had to slow down and they had to do it right so when they came back and 
they did it right we had a good success with the moon everybody thought that possibly you know we'd lose a 
crew on the moon everybody thought that pete conrad would be the first man to step on the moon with apollo 
12. it would not be neil armstrong and buzz aldrin they thought that neil armstrong and buzz would have to 
abort well they almost had to because they had a computer overload going down that told him two or three 
times to abort but the guy that was riding the computer kept saying keep going keep going keep going they 
were okay because he knew it was executive overload on the computer that was giving him uh uh an abort 
and and he was right so that was people that were right on top of things at the same time it was doing what 
the heck they were supposed to be doing that got us on the moon and got us back you had the explosion of 
the service module oxygen tank on apollo 13. and you know we almost lost the lives of jim lovell and his crew 
and they had to go around the back side of the moon and come back and they had it had they not been 
docked to the lunar module the lunar module was a lifeboat that saved them so the only time that you really 
get into trouble is when you try to cut corners j barbary from the cape where he along with us uh awaits this 
uh statement uh by the nasa administrator i've been handed some facts correcting some of what we were 
saying earlier and had i done the math this wouldn't have happened the 





math this wouldn't have happened the shuttle was traveling at 18 mach when it went down last contact 9 a.m 
this morning local time 16 minutes prior to the time when it was to touch down that's moving quickly across 
the country uh at an altitude of 39 miles up uh when it was last heard from 18 mach was the speed and we 
will be seeing we've been watching this home video over and over we will as more people with home video 
cameras approach 24-hour cable news networks over the over-the-air television networks like this one 
through our local affiliates out in the texas area we will be seeing more and more views and vantage points 
of this tragedy that apparently has played itself out in the skies over texas today with all seven souls on 
board columbia believed lost in this catastrophic failure of the space shuttle's 113th manned mission into 
space the 144th manned mission into space by the united states uh conditions being what they are in this 
country a lot of thoughts uh when the news was first learned this morning turned to the specter of terrorism 
we can report with great confidence at this hour that there is uh absolutely nothing to that that uh for this to 
have been terrorism would require a technology not known to exist on the earth and that is a a satellite to 
space shuttle um a shot fired an ordinance of some type a uh an ability in in the inner reese reaches of outer 
space to shoot down a moving spacecraft and that does not exist as we have been uh told many times by 
the government today jim mclazewski is our man at the pentagon all day long today including the early 
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all day long today including the early hours when i'm sure they they weren't so sure early on mick well there 
was some immediate early speculation that perhaps this was some kind of terrorist act but uh military 
officials put that to rest very quickly uh for a couple of reasons that that you raised brian uh first of all it was 
at uh 200 000 feet uh there is no known military weapon uh in the hands of any country or or terrorist 
organization uh that could uh that could be launched from the earth to shoot it down and and it's uh it's 
unclear as to exactly what the speed was uh when the shuttle uh when the shuttle accident occurred when 
the explosion actually occurred uh we're told by some of the air force experts that as the shuttle begins to uh 
descend and break into the atmosphere there's a period there where it actually slows down significantly uh 
but at any rate uh it was going uh tens of thousands of miles per hour uh at the time uh that the explosion 
occurred uh so that would uh pretty much eliminate any possibility uh that there would be any kind of 
earthbound weapon that could do that and as as one official had said uh it would have to be a space satellite 
shooting a weapon and and that kind of thing just doesn't exist and and when you look at the pentagon and 
their efforts to intercept and shoot down icbms you know it's the missile defense system that has undergone 
testing for many years and even with the most highly sophisticated weaponry and technology that they have 
their their success rate isn't all that good it's very difficult under controlled circumstances and in addition one 
question was raised could a bomb have been placed aboard the uh shuttle uh before it took off that too uh 
pretty much ruled out uh uh considered not a possibility uh the security at cape canaveral what had already 
been increased significantly after september 11th and from what we understand from nasa officials uh that 
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officials uh that security around this flight was especially high uh because of the presence of the israeli 
astronaut the israeli air force colonel ramon uh so uh any any any hint uh although the conspiracy theorists 
will certainly uh crawl out of the woodwork uh as they do in any kind of event like this uh any hint that this 
was a terrorist act as has been dismissed by the officials in the know uh there there was uh early on when 
people were trying to figure out exactly what happened uh the uh we are told that at least one u.s military spy 
satellite an infrared satellite that is designed to scan the earth's surface to watch for any kind of missile 
launches in any country any kind of explosion such as a nuclear test did in fact detect what they call a heat 
spike in the vicinity of the columbia shuttle uh at about the same time that the explosion occurred uh and this 
satellite not only would have been able to detect any kind of explosion but would also have been able to 
accurately uh track the flight path uh of the burning columbia shuttle as it descended to earth nasa of course 
has said much of its communications had had been knocked out uh almost immediately so it may be 
somewhat difficult for them to attract the exact path but there are satellites in orbit that could certainly have 
done that uh and if not give them to a clue as to what happened uh at least follow its flight path now in terms 
of search and rescue uh anytime a shuttle takes off from cape canaveral or is preparing to land the u.s 
military does have helicopters in the region to take part in any kind of possible search and rescue effort 
should there be some kind of catastrophic event as there was in the challenger during 1986 there were 
helicopters already in the air uh unfortunately there was little they could do uh because it appeared that the 
astronauts had been killed in the initial blast 
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initial blast but those helicopters were already in the air in the case of the columbia shuttle today there were 
no military assets in the air in the flight path over north texas uh it just didn't seem uh that obviously nobody 
foresaw this catastrophe occurring and any kind of search and rescue would have been around the site itself 
but since then the u.s military with a few statements about sts-107 we will have no questions today just a few 
brief remarks as indicated earlier we'll make a statement today and then at this point and a little later this 
afternoon at about three o'clock eastern time there'll be a full technical briefing conducted from the johnson 
space center so at this point we're just going to give you the circumstances we understand them leading up 
to this particular tragedy today this is indeed a tragic day for the nasa family for the families of the astronauts 
who flew on sts-107 and likewise tragic for the nation immediately upon indication of a loss of 
communications on sts-107 at a little after 9 00 a.m this morning we began our contingency plan to preserve 
all the information relative to the flight activities i immediately advised the president and the secretary of 


homeland security secretary tom ridge at the point after landing was due to have occurred at 9 16. spoke to 
them very briefly thereafter to advise that we had lost contact with the shuttle orbiter columbia and sts-107 
crew they offered the president specifically offered full and immediate support to determine what the 
appropriate steps were thereafter to be taken 





thereafter to be taken we then spent the next hour and a half working through the detail and information of 
what we have received and bill reedy will walk you through the specifics of those operational and technical 
issues here in just a moment thereafter we have met with the family members of the astronauts who were 
here at kennedy space center and are soon to be departing to back to johnston to houston the president has 
called and spoken to them to express our deepest national regrets we have assured them that we will begin 
the process immediately to recover their loved ones and understand the cause of this tragedy at this time we 
have no indication that the mishap was caused by anything or anyone on the ground we've assembled a 
mishap investigation team that immediately was assembled upon the point of past the stage in which the 
orbiter was to have landed here at kennedy space center a little after 9 30 and that team in turn is 
coordinating on a regular basis on all the facts that are pertaining to this from the johnson space center and a 
rapid response team from here at the kennedy space center as well as participants from the marshall space 
flight center in huntsville alabama in addition to these internal efforts we have also appointed a mishap 
investigation board an external group of people who are independent from nasa will immediately be charged 
with the opportunity to look at all the information that was immediately locked down right after our absence of 
communications each of these individuals are safety and mission assurance related officials and other 
federal departments 





officials and other federal departments of the federal government from the air force from the navy from the 
department of transportation and across the federal expanse the investigation team will also be chaired by 
an individual contacted to serve who is external to the federal agencies and will have the opportunity to 
coordinate all the information again from an external view so we'll be conducting both the internal activity as 
well as a external review immediately to ascertain the causes and circumstances under which this tragedy 
occurred we pulled together all the federal agencies and local governments as well in discussion several 
times this morning with secretary tom ridge the effort is heavily underway to coordinate an understanding of 
exactly where the orbiter path had taken it from west texas towards the kennedy space center here in florida 
and to make sure that the material on the ground is secured so that the investigation can begin promptly we 
would urge anyone who believes they have discovered or found any material to stay away from it and to 
please contact local officials the local first responder groups for emergency services and so forth have been 
authorized and directed by secretary tom ridge to assist in all manner the federal emergency management 
agency is coordinating that effort on be part of the department of homeland security it's here this morning 
with the families of the astronauts and their friends it started out as a pretty happy morning awaiting the 
landing of sts-107 and we had highly anticipated their return because we couldn't wait to congratulate them 
for their extraordinary performance and their excellent efforts on the science mission on this very important 
flight 
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they dedicated their lives to pushing the scientific challenges for all of us here on earth and they dedicated 
themselves to that objective and did it with a happy heart willingly and with great enthusiasm the loss of this 
valiant crew is something we will never be able to get over and certainly the families of all them we have 
assured we will do everything everything we can possibly do to guarantee that they work their way through 
this horrific tragedy we ask the members of the media to honor that too to please respect their privacy and 
please understand the tragedy that they are going through at this time we will help the media assure that be 
the case as well we trust the prayers of the nation will be with them and with their families and again a more 


courageous group of people you could not have hoped to know than the families of these crew members an 
extraordinary extraordinary group of astronauts who gave their lives and did it in a way that they knew 
exactly the risk but never and ever do we ever want to see a circumstance where something like this could 
ever happen and we diligently dedicate ourselves every single day to assuring these things don't occur and 
when they do we have to act responsibly accountably and that's exactly what we will do to give you more of 
the operational detail of what has occurred here since 9 a.m this morning the associate administrator for 
space flight a former astronaut retired captain united states navy former test pipeline filed a test to flight pilot 
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filed a test to flight pilot uh bill reedy who has commanded two separate missions uh previously and uh as an 
astronaut and is now again our associate administrator for space flight has worked with me all morning along 
with all of us here at kennedy space center to work through the details of the events as we know them and to 
present to you the facts that we understand them again the technical details that are being worked very 
diligently now will be covered again at 3 pm this afternoon out of the johnson space center but then we turn it 
over to captain bill ready oh this is a truly difficult day for all of us many of us were standing alongside the 
runway waiting to celebrate their triumphant return after a 16 day science mission i think you could tell from 
the down link that they loved what they were doing and they thought what they were doing was extremely 
important pushing back those boundaries in science at nine o'clock we heard that they had lost data from the 
spacecraft and it appears that that was at about 200 000 feet about mach 18. the loss of data was 
somewhere over north central texas and at the planned landing time of 9 16 we initiated our contingency 
action plan called the rescue coordination center and initiated a search and rescue effort sadly i think from 
the video that's available does not appear that there are any survivors 





we have currently impounded all the data including all the pre-flight certification of flight readiness for sts-107 
and at this point i'd have to say it's too early to speculate about the exact cause obviously we're looking at all 
the data that we have available those people that have videos those people that have still pictures will urge 
you to contact nasa so that we can coordinate those things that might be available and to reiterate what the 
administrator said those people that may find debris do not touch it do not move it contact your local 
authorities have them impounded and secure the area so that our technical specialists will be able to piece 
together the puzzle so that we can resolve what happened our immediate focus is on the crew families and 
we spent some time with them the president called i'd have to say the families are bearing up with an 
incredible amount of dignity considering their loss we all grieve for them we all pray with them for the crew 
but one thing came across loud and clear when visiting with them is they knew that the crew was absolutely 
dedicated to the mission that they were performing and i think you could see that in the video downlink they 
believed in what they were doing and in the conversations with the crew and their families they said that we 
must find what happened and fix it and move on and we can't let their sacrifice be in vain today was a very 
stark reminder that this is a very risky endeavor pushing back the 





risky endeavor pushing back the frontiers in outer space and after 113 flights unfortunately people have a 
tendency to look at it as something that is more or less routine well i can assure you it is not each and every 
time i flew each and every time my colleagues flew we treated that with the respect that it deserved from a 
professional standpoint and i have to say that as the one responsible for shuttle and station within the nasa 
that i know that the people of nasa did everything possible preparing for this flight to make it as perfect as 
possible my promise to the crew and the crew families is that the investigation that we have just launched will 
find the cause we'll fix it and then we'll move on thank you and we know you all have questions and we will 
have a news briefing at three o'clock and we'll give you that opportunity at that time thank you that will be it 
that will be it for now as you heard from uh nasa a very uh emotional view of this accident from a man who 
was as he said waiting on the runway for this crew friends and acquaintances of his co-workers colleagues 


and fellow space travelers to return from their mission on board shuttle columbia we want to go to jay 
barbary our veteran correspondent covering this part of the world and jay anything stand out from what you 
heard there no it's pretty much what we expected brian they've got everything in the place all of the studies 
have started they'll be looking at everything including all of the videotape that they can bring together that 
people shot from the 


00:56:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=getAbOyHbVI1&t= 





together that people shot from the ground they'll be checking with the pentagon they'll be checking with no 
rad out at colorado springs they'll be looking at anything that our satellites may have recorded from space 
itself they'll be putting all the pieces together and trying to come up with an answer to what happened and 
that's pretty much it there will be a news conference as they said at three o'clock assuming they met three 
o'clock our time and that will take place in houston with some of the more technical people there we may get 
a little bit more information however i doubt it i think it'll probably be at least two three four five days before 
they'll really have any idea of what happened brian j barbary okay stay with us we'll be going back to you the 
public is is involved in more than one way in this as we all uh begin to deal with what is this apparent tragedy 
number one you heard the plea to anyone who might have gone outside armed with a video camera 
obviously the television networks have been playing various views of this catastrophe all day but more 
importantly the civic duty with such videotape is to hand it over such was the plea here to nasa they will be 
piecing together all available views of the eventual crash of the debris what was left of this uh space shuttle 
uh as they get them from citizens a lot of what we have been playing today is amateur video people who 
heard the noise and went outside in texas to take pictures of it we have this on the debris shield from the 
associated press an east texas sheriff says debris may be floating down for hours we should quickly note this 
is a sheriff and not a nasa scientist and we don't know if this stretches what we know about how long it takes 
something to fall from an altitude 
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takes something to fall from an altitude of 39 miles the cherokee county sheriff james campbell says debris is 
reported to be falling in a concentrated area between the towns of jacksonville palestine rusk and athens in 
east texas this is now this report is 20 minutes old highly doubt however that it will be falling for a matter of 
hours we do know about some of the pieces on the ground scott gordon correspondent for nbc television 
station kxas is with us he's been patiently standing by from where one of the larger pieces has been 
identified and lo and located scott well brian we're here in the town of rice texas about 45 miles or so 
southeast of dallas we're here on the front lawn of the rice high school let me step out of the way and show 
you what we've got here you can see the yellow tape has been set up around uh what everyone here 
believes no confirmation but what everyone here believes is a small piece of the shuttle you can see that 
small rectangular object to the right side of that yellow pole that's it it's a charred piece apparently of tile 
apparently a piece of the shuttle that fell to ground here in rice texas this morning we're getting similar 
reports of a similar type debris throughout this area with us now live is state trooper dane baker with the 
texas department of public safety trooper what can you tell us about how this was discovered this morning 
it's still unknown as exactly who discovered the item it was notified of the local sheriff's department who there 
informed us to come to the scene and secure the area because it possibly being the hazardous material 
make sure nobody touches the item now this is a relatively small piece of debris how many similar reports 
are you getting throughout east texas here of similar type debris we've had several unconfirmed reports 
throughout the area a lot of them have been unfounded still we're waiting to get officers and troopers over to 
those other locations so we can secure the areas and get someone who can officially identify the items and 
we can see a lot of people here it's 





and we can see a lot of people here it's becoming a little bit of an attraction here are you afraid that uh 
people here may be maybe too close is there any concern or any danger right now we just set the perimeter 
up the best that we can and do advise people to stay clear as best as we can it's all we can do at this point 
all right dane baker thank you very much as trooper with the texas department of public safety here so brian 
uh that's the situation here in east texas one small piece of debris over my shoulder and there's a lot of other 
similar type debris all throughout this area that they're finding scott our thanks to you for that report scott 
gordon again a correspondent with nbc television station kxas and a reminder for people who may approach 
pieces of debris and it is over an area of several hundred miles as best we can understand it the propellants 
used on the shuttle are toxic say nothing of the fact that this is all now evidence and should not be touched 
officials are saying don't even go near it if you see it the air national guard is up over a several hundred mile 
wide area they're using some sort of airborne sensors to see if they can find debris uh lying on the ground 
the national forest service uh has a lot of acreage underneath the area identified as the debris field they will 
be dispatching employees to go over as much as they can of federal land so in in so many counties and 
across so many hundred miles right now there's a huge effort to get people to fan out as long as daylight 
lasts at least what's the remainder of saturday to find uh what has come down from the sky we're going to go 
back to a gentleman who was so helpful in describing uh what happened he was home at the time bob 
mueller is with us from palestine texas and bob again tell us what you first saw and first heard okay brian it 
well it was approximately 809 this morning and there was a loud 
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this morning and there was a loud extended noise like a a continuous explosion and my entire house was 
shaking and living close to a railroad tracks on a major line i thought that perhaps you know there had been a 
major derailment or explosion over there and i walked outside looked towards the tracks the ground was still 
shaking and the noise was still rumbling on and when i looked up above me there was a very large smoke 
plume but it would in a spiral or a swirling type motion headed towards the southeast and as i watched it i 
was looking towards the sun there was a glow near the front of it if you've seen obviously you have the 
reports on television i've come to find out that was a vapor trail but what was shown on television if you 
magnified that 10 or 15 times that was the width of it when it was over me here in palestine um it continued 
on for well over a minute maybe a minute and a half before it began to dissipate the sound and then i lost 
sight of it into the sun to the southeast uh bob as far as we can tell everyone who has had a different view of 
this and and everyone has a different story to tell over some portions of texas it was still whole and then later 
on it broke up into several pieces and we now know the pieces as small as tiles and even smaller are landing 
on the ground but the entire width of the sky you saw it as one piece uh no sir i could not say that it was one 
piece it would be hard for me to discern where i was standing how many pieces it was i can very definitively 
say it was not one piece okay and the the roar was uh was something like a a sonic boom uh it would be like 
a prolonged sonic boom um i i've mentioned to people if they've ever heard a tornado or someone gave me 
another analogy if you were to stand right next to a freight train moving at a very high rate of speed and listen 
to the entire train go by that would be the intensity of the sound and for how many seconds do you estimate 
i'm estimating between a minute and a 
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i'm estimating between a minute and a minute and a half bob multer uh thank you very much for joining us 
once again from palestine texas uh we are joined now by a former astronaut shuttle astronaut richard howe 
can mr houck thank you for being with us if memory serves you flew the the first shuttle that went up after the 
challenger mission correct right brian uh listening to mr mulder i can only conclude that what he heard was 
the reason it was such an extended sonic boom many of those parts create their own sonic boom so 
whereas if you have one space shuttle passing overhead you expect to hear a boom boom very short 
staccato like but if you've got a lot of pieces there you've got a conflagration of many pieces each creating 
their own sonic boom so the fact that it was prolonged does not surprise me how active have you stayed in 
the program and ii have the unfortunate task of asking if you knew personally any of the crew members 
believe laws today i did not know any of them personally i've been close to nasa and have worked with them 


on several committees over the years but i left shortly after my last flight and have been in private business 
since then tell us about the the shuttle program obviously the huge setback back in 86 after challenger and 
then we as we've been discussing all day we kind of got blase and complacent about it people didn't notice 
the coverage anymore the average american couldn't tell you if there was a shuttle up at any given time and 
here we are jolted back into paying attention to the space program uh right it's hard to believe that there have 
been over a hundred space shuttle missions uh back then of course uh there's some stark contrast between 
this accident and the challenger tragedy of course the challenger occurred right at liftoff the actual problem 
did and because there was so much coverage nasa coverage video coverage of that liftoff they were able to 
zero in 
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that liftoff they were able to zero in on that problem fairly quickly as being hot gases escaping from the solid 
rocket booster another big difference of course is most of the debris fell into the water off of the coast there 
and so that in some ways hampered the collection of debris in some ways we're fortunate that this happened 
over the united states i hope that no one was hurt on the ground but access to the debris as long as the 
public is helpful in bringing it to nasa's attention that should be very helpful the question of how much 
telemetry data was coming down from the space shuttle will be very interesting i don't know if in fact the it is 
typical now for there to be a loss of data during re-entry it certainly was typical when i was flying just because 
of the great plasma sheath of electricity that builds around the shuttle as it comes through the earth's 
atmosphere so that would be a question that would be interesting to ask did they have data right up to the 
time of breakup or were they in the period of what they call blackout so this is a point in in in landing where it 
is possible that some screens some aspects of the intelligence and telemetry telemetry they were getting 
went went blank and are accustomed to do so uh as far as i know as i say there may be more powerful 
transmitters and receivers than during the time i was flying and so that time frame may be less or may not 
there may not be a blackout period but that's a good question to ask we've been talking sir about the 
character of of the people who were up today and and generally those who are attracted to the space 
program and the following may require you to cast modesty aside but what is different about about you and 
your colleagues that you made a conscious decision not to pursue a lifetime in the insurance business or law 
enforcement or anything else but you you took a measurable risk a 1 in 75 chance of catastrophic failure why 
well 
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chance of catastrophic failure why well first of all of course the you believe it cannot happen to me but 
everyone that gets into the space shuttle program like many other adventures that's the key you are 
adventurous you seek uh pushing the envelope i when i speak to groups i'll ask how many of you are 
downhill skiers and and if they raise their hands i say you'd probably like to be an astronaut there are a lot of 
parallels there the beauty of the earth the chances that you take the thrill the rush so these are adventurous 
people and clearly to be selected by nasa to fly on the space shuttle they have to have extraordinary talent 
talk about the esprit de corps these seven have been together for so long now they were said to be uh 
sounded so happy over the uh the down length the the live coverage even their conversations on just prior to 
re-entry today well it's it's in a time for elation here you are you've just completed a 16-day mission you've 
seen the beauty of the earth you've contributed to the development of science of learning how we might 
spend more time in space maybe even going on to mars and now you've suited up you're strapped into your 
seats and you're you're coming back home what what a wonderful time there's very little for the crew to do at 
that point this is uh the shuttle is controlled automatically the pilot and the commander are monitoring all the 
dials and the equipment and ready to take over if there's something that happens that you could cope with 
but all you really have to do is look out the window and passing over the great northwest the united states 
canada and coming down over the central uh united states heartland i'm sure they were looking out the 
window at sunrise and just marveling at the view mr huck i want to share with you something just handed to 


me from johnson space center houston associated press it sounded like routine communication but now it 
has taken on a whole new meaning the communication message was heard shortly before 9 a.m eastern it 
starts with a mission controller 
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with a mission controller at the johnson space center saying columbia houston we see your tire pressure 
messages and we did not copy your last a reply comes from an astronaut believed to be shuttle commander 
rick husband who says roger and then here is the crucial part of what we know the transmission then breaks 
off after the crew member starts to say a word beginning with the sound ba and it's spelled here b-u-h and i 
guess anything at this point mr houck would be pure speculation pure speculation of course the tire pressure 
and that refers to the landing gear that is uh nestled i have a model here as do we yeah okay well the tires 
are nestled right up here into the bottom of the space shuttle and those are the tire pressures are 
continuously monitored monitored because it could cause a problem if the tires were flat upon landing to 
speculate on why the tire pressures would change the only thing that i can think of is if there was increased 
heating back in that area we were having a conversation earlier with buzz aldrin and expressing the very 
american hope that they didn't know this was coming that no one felt anything these seven souls on board 
he he feared the opposite was true that maybe they had some prior indication that something had gone 
wrong as we now believe the challenger astronauts do it's really it's delving into the unthinkable yes it is it's 
uh well it didn't last long um obviously a matter of minutes but uh it's it's terrible to think of but it's life and and 
back up to your uh explanation of why people say it sounded like a sustained noise of a freight train going by 
when you're doing mach 18 it also by extension means that all the parts of your spacecraft that may separate 
are also doing mach 18 correct absolutely and depending upon 





correct absolutely and depending upon how massive they are they will be slowed down in the atmosphere at 
different speeds for example the main engines are very massive and they would travel a lot farther down 
range before they broke up than say the tiles there are twenty thousand of those little eight by eight inch tiles 
on the bottom of the space shuttle i think we saw a picture of one down near rice texas high school i'm quite 
sure that's what it was as far as speculation of debris coming down minutes or hours afterwards i can 
perceive of a flight documentation papers or whatever if it's caught up in the jet stream of course this 
breakup occurred above the jet stream and that that is masses of wind moving over 100 miles an hour paper 
could be carried hundreds of miles uh as we look at this uh do you have have you been at all critical of uh 
modernization uh the pace of change at nasa whether or not this still makes sense uh given where science is 
where flight technology is as the best vehicle to be doing this uh no i have not been critical the space shuttle 
is an incredible vehicle it requires a tremendous amount of maintenance and oversight and nasa i believe is 
giving the proper oversight and maintenance to it of course there's discussion now as to the next generation 
space shuttle should we develop one and i believe that's mr o'keefe the administrator of nasa has started an 
initiative there but i have never had the sense that there has been a disregard of safety issues as it relates to 
the space shuttle richard hauck who we should remind our audience is the the brave man that jay barbary 
was talking about earlier who uh piloted the shuttle flight that went up after the catastrophic loss of the 
challenger mr houck you're very kind to join us from washington today thank you brian here in new york i am 
joined as we have been all day by 
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joined as we have been all day by nbc news chief science correspondent robert bazelle who has covered uh 
of course the space program for many years for us and bob you know we know what we know at this point 
the the evidence is very limited we're limited to these wire service dispatches we'll know a whole lot more at 
three o'clock uh when the press conference happens but what is the early list of possible went wrongs here 
well the early list is that something went wrong with the tiles that caused what when mr hawk was talking 
about the enormous heat that creates a plasma around the space the space shuttle is on re-entry it's 


thousands of degrees if there is a break in the integrity of those tiles everyone has known all along that that 
could cause a space uh ship to break up into into many pieces there's rocket fuel on board that could cause 
an explosion it's it was certainly something of a sudden event so those would be my contenders for entirely 
on speculation from a political standpoint brian it's very interesting that administrator keith noticed today that 
he had set up two organizations immediately to investigate this one was a team from nasa that began its 
work he said at 9 30 which was less than 15 minutes after the shuttle had been scheduled to land in florida 
and they they began their work immediately he talked about locking down the data to make sure that nothing 
is inadvertently thrown out no computer disks are inadvertently erased that every piece of information is 
preserved the information also includes everything that had to do with preparing uh the columbia for launch 
don't forget that we've seen numerous times when shuttle launches are scrubbed at the last minute because 
things don't check out there's checks and rechecks of all kinds of systems and after the 1986 challenger 
explosion there was a lot of allegations that nasa had been rushing things and that the checks weren't 
performed as as well as they had been and there was a decisions were made to go ahead on a very cold 
morning that led to that problem the other thing that 


01:16:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=getAbOyHbV1I&t=4560s 





that nasa administrator o'keefe said is that he's setting up an outside board the other thing one of the other 
legacies of 1987 was that nasa did a very uh at first very shoddy job of trying to investigate itself and as we 
probably remember a commission with a blue ribbon commission was set up in washington so right away 
today they're saying that nasa is not only setting up its own internal investigation it's setting up a board of 
experts who are not associated with nasa to be looking at it from the outside i think to avoid this criticism and 
to show that right from the very moment of this every piece of crucial information is going to be analyzed so 
that the nasa officials and the rest of the country can be satisfied that they understand exactly what 
happened and how to fix it rob bizzell with us here in our studios in new york bob thank you for that and we 
are duty-bound to pass along that the public does play a role in this uh any and all home video tape shot of 
this from any angle is now uh wanted badly by nasa and would be considered evidence in this investigation 
because uh no two angles of this tragedy are the same and they may indeed show uh crucial information 
from different vantage points across what we now know to be hundreds of miles of this country and of course 
rick houck just pointed out that this was above the jet stream uh so that debris may be carried along quite a 
good distance before it is then allowed to drop from the sky obviously the larger pieces would come right 
down it is a few minutes before the hour of two o'clock eastern and we have just learned we will hear from 
the president in the cabinet room in uh three to four minutes time here nbc news white house correspondent 
david gregory has been on standby all day long for us david evidently they came back to the white house 
and got right to work on a statement for the nation they did they came back in a hurry after what we have 
now heard was a pretty busy morning for this president who was called by the administrator of nasa just 
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called by the administrator of nasa just after communications were lost with colombia tom ridge who is of 
course the secretary of homeland security also received a phone call the president mr o'keefe said promised 
full support all the resources that were necessary tom ridge then implemented that order by putting into uh 
into motion a series of steps that were taken both locally locally and on a federal level uh the president has 
been in communication with family members too we learned from mr o'keefe those family members who 
were gathered in florida waiting for their loved ones to return from this uh this important and dangerous 
mission uh mission that has turned to disasters we have heard nasa officials explain it this is a moment for 
the president as he has done in other moments like this to reflect the grief of the country to talk about the 
heroism and the danger that these astronauts face and to pay tribute to them his senior staff has been in 
place for hours here at the white house talking to one another and communicating with the president as well 
and we know brian in moments like this that there are some key players michael gerson who is of course the 
chief speechwriter for the president karen hughes an outside advisor who often plays a role dan bartlow the 
communications advisor and others including the national security team that has been in place for some time 
here to advise the president and help him craft uh a message as uh is the duty of a president in suchaa 


time of grief like this we recall back in 1986 when president reagan spoke so eloquently in the aftermath of 
the challenge of disaster now this president faced with a similar task it's also worth noting brian as we await 
the president in the cabinet room that administration officials have been saying for hours now that there is no 
indication that this is anything but an accident while an investigation is still in the beginning phases as to 
what went wrong here those uh certainly around them asking 
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those uh certainly around them asking questions about whether terrorism could play a role officials making 
very clear that they have no evidence to point them in that direction and david as you're speaking let's see if 
we can't take a shot of mission control which i've just noticed switching around here in the studio is a very 
very uh somber site they're all standing um either listening to something we can't see off camera like an 
address from a colleague or boss or they are standing awaiting as we are the president's live address from 
the cabinet room but a a somber an extraordinary site there all of these people who were so hard at work 
and happy after a successful mission are now engaging in something else entirely we're standing by to take 
the feed live of the president from the cabinet room at the white house and uh david we don't know much 
about when this is coming up we normally get a two-minute warning from the white house it's now officially 2 
p.m and 15 seconds so david i know this as you mentioned was fairly hastily arranged it was and it's been 
pulled together really in the last couple of hours we heard early on from administration officials that the 
president would of course speak to the nation but they wanted here to make sure that nasa would speak first 
that has happened we know in that interim period uh that language was being drafted all of the uh the 
measures taken to put this kind of thing into motion to be able to broadcast it live uh that has happened and 
so we will await the final word as this president has to again address the country at a time of such grief uh 
that he last uh faced uh in the aftermath of course of september 11th when he of course was in florida and 
addressed the country from various places around the country in a time of grief this is as i think it bears 
repeating not a national emergency that continues to develop but uh but a national tragedy that continues to 
unfold 
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to unfold that's the guidance that we have gotten repeatedly from white house officials and so the president 
will reflect on a mission that as you pointed out was not something that americans were thinking a great deal 
about but those people in that room were thinking about it minute by minute and the loved ones of the family 
members those seven astronauts on board who were gathered to greet their loved ones from an important 
mission a dangerous mission uh something that is still on the the outer limits of adventure in this country this 
is now the time for the president to reflect on that uh as these americans have been lost the president is 
indeed there uh they are getting ready to give him the cue to go but he is standing by in the cabinet room 
among our other satellite sources here in new york uh also available to us is channel 2 news in tel aviv a 
local newscast in that city where it's the night of the sabbath now going on uh late evening and they have 
suffered a terrible loss uh this decorated national hero israeli fighter pilot uh ilan ramon who went down as 
one of the seven today a huge national tragedy in the nation of israel a nation which does not usually even 
divulge the names and identities of its fighter pilots lest they get shot down in the hostile territory that 
surrounds them but in this case they have made quite a national celebration uh out of his presence on this 
mission at mission control they remain standing we all remain in a waiting position for the president who was 
just seen very very briefly as cameras began to focus in on him they are making some uh lighting and 
microphone adjustments in the cabinet room all of us waiting for him to speak are in the same boat we will uh 
put it right on the air the minute the white house patches the address through to us i might also mention uh 
we often think about the vice president situations like 





about the vice president situations like this as well dick cheney not in washington he was actually hunting 
today in texas nowhere near the side of the explosion and he is not returning to washington he's obviously in 
a secure place as the president continue to monitor events here it is one of these rare days where americans 
david are huddled around television sets you can count them on the fingers of one hand in the last 10 years 
some of them have involved personalities some of them as we now know of course national tragedies this 
was feared to involve a lot more than just a catastrophic spacecraft failure but thankfully for the nation um it 
is it is only that uh we say that of course but now falls such great grief to these families and to this president 
david and we talked about this earlier the task once again of uh being a mourner in chief and here is 
president bush my fellow americans this day has brought terrible news and great sadness to our country at 
nine o'clock this morning mission control in houston lost contact with our space shuttle columbia a short time 
later debris was seen falling from the skies above texas the columbia is lost there are no survivors on board 
was a crew of seven colonel rick husband lieutenant colonel michael anderson commander laurel clark 
captain david brown commander william mccool dr kultna shabala and elon ramon a colonel in the israeli air 
force these men and women assumed great risk in the service to all humanity in an age when space flight 
has come to seem almost routine it is easy to overlook the dangers of 
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it is easy to overlook the dangers of travel by rocket and the difficulties of navigating the fierce outer 
atmosphere of the earth these astronauts knew the dangers and they faced them willingly knowing they had 
a high and noble purpose in life because of their courage and daring and idealism we will miss them all the 
more all americans today are thinking as well of the families of these men and women who have been given 
this sudden shock and grief you're not alone our entire nation grieves with you and those you love will always 
have the respect and gratitude of this country the cause in which they died will continue mankind has led into 
the darkness beyond our world by the inspiration of discovery and the longing to understand our journey into 
space will go on in the skies today we saw destruction and tragedy yet farther than we can see there's 
comfort and hope in the words of the prophet isaiah lift your eyes and look to the heavens who created all 
these he who brings out the starry hosts one by one and calls them each by name because of his great 
power and mighty strength not one of them is missing the same creator who names the stars also knows the 
names of the seven souls we mourn today the crew of the shuttle columbia did not return safely to earth yet 
we can pray that all are safely home may god bless 
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that all are safely home may god bless the grieving families and make out may god continue to bless 
america the president appearing to go back to the podium after his uh live address uh from the cabinet room 
and one would presume perhaps he is uh taping another set of remarks uh for another audience perhaps 
even for a broadcast on israeli television uh tonight the president saying the mission will go on uh he uh 
invoked religion and a higher power as ronald reagan did with such effectiveness after the loss of the 
challenger astronauts in his famous uh slip this early bonds of earth uh speech at that time when the nation 
was in grief over the loss of seven astronauts as it is today they were all extraordinary people of 
extraordinary accomplishment many of them officers in the u.s armed forces many of them pilots we have for 
you 


END 


